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- SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


"Tar Recency. In another part of 


io 


"this Number it will be seen, that a Depu- 


ation from the Two Houses have waited 
the Prince of Wales and the Queen, 
@ presented to them the REsoLuTions 


1 ae 24 “ : 
“Ginally agreed to in the House, relative to 


@ Kegency. To the communication, 
is made, there is the answer of His 
al Highness, accepting (with a de- 
ration of adherence to his principles 


merly expressed) of the office of Regent, 


Ms limited by those resolutions. And, 
from the Queen, there is an answer, ac- 


ta 

ae 

‘ + 

r , + Pee z 
S. 
re aes 


ting of the portion of power (for power 
8) allotted to her. Both are inserted. 
—Upon these answers I should have 
ie no remark at all, had there not ap- 
d, on the part of the MEAN, MER- 
VARY and MALIGNANT men an 
ble, in the Courier news-paper of the 
instant, which calls for animadver- 
m——The object of this article mani- 
ily is to add, if possible to the embar- 
bents, which bis Koval Highness will 
Weto encounter. It is as full of poison 
he asp-like author could make it. 
ipfofesses to lament the bad advice which 
fe Prince has received; it calls the an- 
Fan ungracious answer ; and it resorts 
jhe meanest of the sophistry and quirk- 
in use amongst the meanest of law- 
» in order to give a false colour to the 
duct of the Prince. But, I must in- 
the whole article ; for, it is right, that 
world should see, and that we should 
e upon record, the means that these 
“AN men have resorted to, and are 
ing use of upon this occasion ; these 
AN men, who take to themselves the 
lusive appellation of « King’s friends,’ 
brand us with the names of Jacobins 
Levellers, and who would now tear the 
igly office to atoms, because they sup- 
@ (and, I hope, truly,) that it will not 
vexercised ior their private adyantage. 
‘When the reader has gone through 
article with attention, he will indulge 
while 1 offer a few remarks upon it. 
* His Royal Highness, or rather per- 
aps, his advisers, say, “ conscious that 
every feeling of my heart would have 
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«¢ & prompted me, from dutiful affection to 
«my beloved Father and Sovereign to 
«« « have shewn all the reverential delica- 
«sey towards him inculcated in these 
« « Resolutions, I cannot refrain from exe 
«« pressing’ my regret that I should not 
« « have been allowed the opportunity of 
«« «¢ manifesting to his afflicted and loyal 
«« « subjects that such would have been my 
«« conduct.” Were his Royal Highness 
“ so situated as to have advisers officially 


“ responsible for his conduct, I would © 


‘‘ speak of this passage in very strong 
“terms of disapprobation, considering it 
« astheir language. As it is, I shall only 
« lament he should have any persons about 
« him, capable of advising the adoption of 
“such sentiments, the meaning of which 
“is, that his Royal Highness should be 
“ granted unlimited authorjty on the faith 
“of his personal abilities and virtues, 
“ rather than of law and restraint, the unerr- 
“ ing.marks, the indispensible props of a free 
“ state. All arguments which bring the 
“‘ conduct of the Government home to the 
“ Prince in person, holding him personally 
“ forward as the prime mover of public 
measures, seem to me inconsistent with 
“ the principles of our Constitution—— 
« But the censure of the provisions made 
“ by Parliament, while obedience is yield- 
“ ed to the main decision, is the most to 
“be lamented. The King has. uniformly 
‘* bowed to the wishes of Parliament, never in 
<4‘ language reproving their conduct ; and thig 
“ has been the secret of the strength of his 
«“ Government. Nay tlie Burdett rabble 
« seem to have thought that the Kingacted 
“ improperly in daring to convey an indirect 
« censure of the designs of the Corporation 
“of London. A year ago, when the City 
« addressed the Throne respecting the 
« Walcheren Expedition, and the King 
‘¢ answered, that he confided in the wisdom 
“ of his Parliament, the streets rung with 
“invective. But new the Prince may 
* rebuke the united Houses of Parliament, 
“solemnly delegated before his person, 
“in very broad terms, without animad- 
“yersion, To the mob any thing lowering 
“« the Parliament, from whatever quarter it 
“ comes, seems to be agreeable.——The 
es says he still retains every Opie 
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# nica expressed by him ona similar for- 
« mer occasion, meaning the Regency of 
«1789. This was sufficiently understood ; 
« his answer to Mr. Perceval, published in 
‘substance by all the Newspapers, had 
“ avowed it ; and I lament that the Prince 
« should have shewn so much tenacity, so 
“ eager a desire to re-assert his opinions, they 
“ being hostile to those of the authorities 
he was addressing, and such a re-as- 
“sertion being wholly unnecessary.——- 
“ Neither do | approve of the passage 
«wherein he says he will ‘“wse all the 
« «© means left to him’’ to merit the appro- 
‘“‘ bation of Parliament and the People by 
“ his government, @ passage containing a 
“ notion that his power is greatly curtailed, 
* which I deny. He isto have the full 
“powers of the executive authority, the 
‘‘ means of political influence being, in a 
“small degree only, withheld from him 
* for a short time.—In his answer to the 
“ Deputation fram Parliament, His Royal 
“ Highness was under no necessity to say 
“‘ more, in substance, than that he would 
* accept the. trust, “ notwithstanding an 

*“*** epinions respecting the. conditions,” 
‘* This passage would have been a suffici- 
‘ent reservation. The detailed and stron 

“manner in which his Royal Highness’s 
“ sentiments, or rather those of his ad- 
“ visers, is expressed, in opposition to the 
“solemn decisions of the two Houses of 
“ Parliament, gives ground for much un- 





* easiness, if notof positivealarm. His was 
‘“ not @ gracious answer.’~——Whiat! un- 
easiness and alarm? Amongst whom ? 
Amongst what description of persons does 
this give ground for uneasiness and alarm? 
Not amongst those, who really love the 
country ; not amongst those who wish to 
support the Crown because they looked 
wpon it as held in trust for the nation ; 
aot amongst those who have no hand in 
contracts and jobs, and who never desire 
to share in fleecing the people; not 
amongst those who have had no hand in 
peculations and seat-sellings and the other 
abominable corruptions that have, from 
time to time, been brought to light. No: 
to such persons the passage of the answer 
here complained of, gives grounds for 
no “ uneasiness,” no “ alurm.”’——To say 
the truth, I, after the best consideration { 
was able to give this answer of His Royal 
Highness, thought it deficient in strength of 
expression as to the measure tendered to him. 
I thought, that it fell rather short of 
what might reasonably be expected from 
him by those, in parliament, who had 



































opposed the measure by such powerfy) —~ 
arguments, and also by those out of par. 
liament, who have, in a public and consti. 7 
tutional manner, expressed their’ disap. | 77) 
probation of that measure. At the time 
when His Royal Highness gave this an. 7 
swer, there were lying upon the tables of 7 
the two Houses of Parliament, Petition, 7 
from the City of London, earnestly pray. — 
ing, that no limitations might be imposed | 
upon His Royal Highness; expressing con- | 
fidence in him, and beseeching the Houses 
that nothing might be done to mutilate the 
kingly power in his hands. After this, |, © 
for my part, should have expected some. ” 
thing stronger from him in disapprobation — 
of the measure; but, if he had been silent 
upon the subject, what would the oppo = 
nents of the measure, in Parliament as 
well as out, have said? Would they not © 
have had just ground of complaint? Would 
they not have said, that he had been © 
wanting in justice to them as well as to 
himself? And, what man would have re- 
lied upon him in future ? It was abso- 
jutely necessary, that he should mark the 
measure of limitations with his disappro- 
bation, sooner or later; and, wasit nob 7 
best to do it at once ; was it not best tode 7 
it the first moment the measure was regu: 
larly brought before him? Would not 

delay have produced, in part, at least, the 
effect above described; and, let me as} 
these MEAN and MALIGNANT men, 
whether, if he had been silent on this topie 
upon this occasion, they would not have 
cited that silence, and flung it in the facei.” 
of the minority in parliament and of the © 
city of London, as a proof that the Prince © 
either disapproved of their conduct or § 
held them and their efforts in contempt! 7 
This is what his and the people's © 
enemies wished for above all things, and — 
in this they were dlisappointed,_——We are 

next told, by the MEAN quirker, who 1 
the author of this article, that this part 
of the Prince’s answer means, that he 
ought to have had “ unlimited authority 
“on the faith of his personal abilities 
“and virtues, rather than of law and 
“restraint, the unerring marks, the 
« indispensable props, of a free state.’—— | 
How often must one expose these worst 
than pettifogging quirks! No: the 
Prince asks, and we ask for him, no ™™ 
limited authority; he asks for no powet 
without law and restraint. But, he wishes, 
and very naturally wishes, and the peop!* 
wish it too, that he should have-no othet 
restraints than those imposed’ by. the co” 
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you tell us; dare you fully to explain 
this secret? I know of no secrets ot this 
sort that ought to exist; but, 1 am sure, 
that the people will easily understand 


tl Blitution, that is to say, by the laws already 
ale @eexistence. He has asked for no autho- 
stk |) #ity upon the faith of his personal abilities 
2p a @ virtues; none at all; but he thinks, 
mie “amd the nation think with him, that he 
al. ebght to possess all the authority that his 
Sof a Syal Father possessed, and no reason has 
Ons ever been assigned why he should not, 
ay- while an abundance of reasons have been 
sed | = wteduced on the other side.——To hear 
oak ese MEAN and MALIGNANT men 
uses | @me «would imagine, that they had a 
te = “geheme on foot for diminishing the kingly 
s, |, “powers. Not at all. What they urge is, 
mes |) Met any diminution of the powers, but a 
Vio |) @eeision of them, by giving a part to the 
lent | “= Peince, a part to the Queen, and keeping 
po ack a part to be exercised by the King, 
tae pis advisers, in case he should again be 
not | aeclared to be recovered, though for ever 
uid | ‘gershort a time. The power of making 
ech peers, and of granting pensions and offices for 
S10 fifeas, for instance, kept from the Prince. 
» Tee Sethat, if the Prince should find any per- 
bso- 7 GS meriting these honours and rewards, 
the Wecannot bestow them; but, the King, if 
pro: should be declared well, and should 
nol" emMain so only for one day, may make as 
odo « S]3aMiainy peers as he pleases, and may grant 
gu | Waly any of the life-offices that may have 
not Mellen vacant, during the time that ‘the 
the Prince has been filling the kingly office. 
as  Aadthus the powers and prerogatives of 
nen, ‘the Crown, which are vested there in 
opie trust for the good of the people, are to be 
ave Saar ed from the office, and to be exercised 
ace: Bythe King, if he recover, after the time 
the “9. aee@ver. He, who is, unhappily declared 
ince © papable of exercising the functions of King, 
, or pif he should be declared recovered only 
pt? tone day, to have, not only all the kingly 
le’s @ wers again in his hands, but is to have 
and © additional power of making peers and 
. are | flanting places and pensions in retrospect, 
> is Md, it is those who support such a mea- 
part ite, who have the impudence to censure 
” he He Prince of Wales for expressing his dis- 
rity probation of withholding the powers 
‘cies Sm him for the time being !——This 
aw JWriter, whom I could almost name, and 
the Mose MALIGNANT soul and quirking 
ais | faim are so strongly depicted in every 
nt he of this article, next, in order to excite 
the much jealousy as possible against the 
“ae ance, tells:the public, that “the King 
wet a iformly bowed to the wishes of par- 
hes, zament, that he never reproved their 
opie condoct, and that this was the SECRET 
het of the strength of his government,’ a 
side ree? What secret? Will..you; dare 





what it means.——“ Bowed to the wishes 
« of parliament,’ indeed! I wonder how 
any thing in human shape can muster up 
the impudence to make use of such 2 
phrase. Surely the day will come, when 
no one will dream of thus insulting the 
understandings of the people. Mr. Pitt 
“ uniformly bowed to the wishes of parlia- 
“ ment,’ did he not? He bowed to those 
wishes, did he not, when he entered upon 
his mad wars; when he contrived that 
series of measures that produced the Bank 
Stoppage, and that have finally led to the 
conquest of all Europe by France and to 
the present state of Ireland. He bowed 
to the wishes of parliament: that is to say, 
he always had a majority there, Is this 
what is meant by bowing to the wishes of 
parliament? He bowed, did he, to the 
wishes of the Lords and the Secretaries of 
the several Boards, to the Lords of the 
Bedchamber, to all the Placemen and 
Pensioners? He bowed to their iwishes, did 
he? What impudence a man must have 
to put forth such an idea; and what 
MALIGNITY thus to put the King in 
contrast with the Prinee, and for that pur- 
pose setting at nought the transferring of 
the acts of the King’s reign from his mznese 
ters to himself. - But, this, the “ loyal” 
have invariably done. They have never 
hesitated to saddle the King personally 
with the acts of his ministers. They have 
said, and sometimes nearly in so many 
words, do not blame the ministers; if you 
must blame, blame the King. The thing 
was his doing; -it was his scruples; and, 
therefore, hold your tongues, or attack 
him. Thus have they always thrown him 
personally as a shield over the ministers, 
and this game they are, it seems, resolved 
to play to the last. We have next, from 
this quirking gentleman, an endeavour to 
confuse the understandifigs of the public 
by a case, in which the City of London 
complained of. reproof received front the: 
King. That case was this. The City of 
London, partaking in the feelings of the 
whole nation, went up to the King with 
an Address, in which -they besought him 
to cause strict inquiry to be made imto the 
circumstances of the Convention of Cintra. 
They did the seme in régardto the Wal- 
cheren Expedition. In answer to the first: 
they were told, by the King’s advisers, 
me he-thought they knew him too welt 
2 
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_ ta suppose, that their interference was neces- 
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sary; and, in the latter case, they were 
told, that he should leave the matter, as 
he safely might, to the wisdom of his par- 
liament.———Now, what similarity is there 
between these cases and that now before 
us? Inthese cases the King spoketo a body 
of his subjects complaining of grievances, 
and exercising their well-known right in 
making that complaint, which, too, was di- 
rected against grievances of a most crying 
nature. His Roval Highness spoke to a 
body who came to tender him the exercise 
of authority, and in which exercise he 





for acts done out of their House.— 
Against their doing this, the people pre. 
sented petitions to them; and, what was 
the answer, that these petitions received? 
The question is not, here, whether 
they were right or wrong; but, both 
being cases, wherein the parties answering 
were tenacious of power, 1 only beg the 
reader to compare the answer of the 
Prince to the Parliament with the treat- 





ment which the petitions of the people | : 


met with from the House of Commons, 
I remember, and so must the reader, 


that, during the’ discussions relating to 








would, in reputation, become responsible. 
Besides, they came to tender him the exer- 
cise of authority, to which he was Heir, 
which, some day, in the Common course 
of nature, must fall wholly into his hands, 
and which he was bound by every tie that 
can stimulate the mind, to preserve unim- 
paired, unshaken in the opinion of the 
people ; authority, too, held in trust for the 
people’s benefit, and only in that view sa- 
cred,——lIs there the smallest resemblance 
in the two cases? Is there any thing, in 
the smallest degree, analagous? In the 
one case, the advisers of the King tell the 
City of London, that they have no business to 
interfere in the things of which they complain 
as sore grievances; and, in the other case, 
the Prince tells the Parliament,not that they 
have no business to interfere, but, that they 
have imposed conditions upon him which he 
does now, as he was well known to do be- 
fore, disapprove of. Away, then, goes 
this flimsy, this miserable sophistry, and 
there stands the pettifogging quirker ex- 
posed to the reader’s scorn. Applying 
this quirker’s doctrine to the House of 
Commons, how will it suit? If the Prince’s 
answer, which merely re-stated opinions 
that the parliament and that all the world 
well knew him to entertain; if his answer, 
which merely told the parliament, that 
they imposed improper conditions upon him ; 
if this was ungracious, what epithet are we 
to bestow upon the treatment of those 
humble petitions, in which the people 
complained of the exercise of certain 
gover: or privileges, by that House ? 

hat House exercised the power of taking a 
man up and sending him to jail during their 
ag for an act done out of their doors : 

or a publication made by him; and, they 
imprisoned, in the Tower, one of their 
members, during their pleasure for assert- 
ing, out of their House, in terms that dis- 
pleased them, that they had no right to 
Bend the people to jail at their pleasure, 








that matter in the House of Commons, it 
was contended, that the power of impri- 
sonment at pleasure, claimed by that 

House, was a power for the good of the peo- 
| ple’; and that those were enemies of real 
| liberty, who denied that the House had the 
right to take any man who offended them, 
and shut him up in jail, during their plea 
sure, without any trial, and without any 
mode of redress, The reader must re 
member this well; and yet, we are now 
told, by the very men, who contended for 
that power in the House ef Commons, 
that the Prince of Wales has behaved 
ungraciously to the parliament, because he 
has expressed his disapprobation ofa mea- 
sure, which is to impose upon him the 
kingly duties, while it withholds from him 
apart of the kingly powers; powers well 


exercised by the kings of England ; powers 
which it is not proposed to diminish; not 


Prince. : 
nicated to him this measure, the effect 


disapprobation of it, upon pain of in- 
curring the censure of the whole of the 
MEAN, MERCENARY and MALIG- 
NANT crew. This answer, however, 
especially as to the part blamed by thes¢ 
men, will not fail to receive the hearty ap- 
plause of the country at large ; of, indeed, 





majority are so) who was opposed to the 
limitations upon the Royal authority 12 
the Prince’s hands. The friends of fret 
dom must, for consistency sake, approve 
of this answer, in this -respect ; because 
they hold, that, according to the Prince $ 
former declaration, the powers and pré- 
rogatives of the crown are vested there 








known; well established; and constantly | 


to take away for the future; notrepresented © 
as unnecessary in general; represented a8 7 
absolutely necessary to the King; but, ~ 
powers that are to be withheld from se ~~ 
And, he was to have commus | 


of which upon his reputation was so evr — 
dent, and was to say not a word in 7 


every man in the country (and a vast | 
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Dasa trust for the “ benefit of the people ;” 
Pand, of course, any suspension of them ; 


ire @ 


any. division of them ; any reservation of 


their exercise for the King, when he shall 
Wecover (be it for a day or a year) isa 
Piolation of that great principle; whence 


it ensues of necessity, that the friends of 
dom must approve of an expression of 


disapprobation of a measure, causing such 
Suspension, division, or reservation ; and, 
the Prince of Wales may be assured, that 
’ he has, from the feelings of the people, 
Bt oe to apprehend, whatever these in- 
tolerant and malignant men may endea- 
r to do in the way of exciting, even 

fefore he forms a ministry, prejudices 
@gainst him, endeavours the more detest- 
pa@ble as they are cloaked under the garb 
"GF attachment to his Father, than which 
" mothing can be more base and hateful. 


i a 4 


. ‘——I wish particularly to put the reader 


@pon his guard against this device, which 
Ws truly diabolical. ‘The object is to make 
he people believe, that there are grounds 

suspicion of the Prince, and that he will 

Make a King when the time comes very 
@ifferent from his father ; nay, and further. 

t we ought to suspect him of a wish to 
come King before the due time. And 

se are the men, who rail against jacobins ! 
jese are the men, who apprehend dan- 


from a conspiracy against the House of 


Braswick. Of this House they do not 
“Appear to look upon the Prince as making 
‘apart. They are men of strange notions. 


A short, what they mean by the House of 


ick is that alone by the means 

9@f which they are enabled, without labour 
and without talents, to get a good fat 
living for themselves and an equally fat 
Provision for their familes. This is what 
ach men mean by the House of Bruns- 
vick ; and, that being the case, it is quite 
jatural that they should dread, even in their 
‘@reams, a conspiracy against it.—The mat- 
ter may, however, be looked upon as being 
fhus far settled ; and the country, after 


aving gone on without a King, capable of 
ischarging any part of the functions of 


a ; Foyalty, for nearly a quarter of a year, has, 


)) at last, a prospect of seeing the exercise of 


those functions committed, in part at least, 
D a person capable of performing the 


ask! Here alone is food for some hours of 


erious reflection ; and, the reader will do 
ell to consider a little what may be the 


cm ete of this precedent. 
prece 


aearly a quarter of a year (it will be more 
ore the Regent can be completely in- 


ere isa 
ent for the nation being left during 
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stalled) with a King, declared to be in « 
state of incapacity to govern; here is a pre- 
cedent for the nation being left in thas 
state, for its being left to be governed 
by men, appointed to their offices by 
that same King, for nearly a quarter of a 

ear, —— Now, suppose His Majesty 
should be, by Physicians chosen by these 
same ministers, declared to be _ reco- 
vered, to-morrow? All that has been 
done respecting the Regency falls to the 
ground atonce. Then suppose, that, in 
a week afterwards, his Majesty were 
to have a relapse, than which nothing 
could be more likely, seeing what a load 
of various matter it would be absolutely 
necessary to press upon him, and what 
painful reflections must crowd into his 
mind. Suppose this relapse to take place? 
What then? Why then we. have, ac- 
cording to this precedent, another quarter 
of a year to go on without a King capable 
of discharging the functions of the kingly 
office; and thus, with shorter or longer 
intervals, we may, upon this precedent, 
go on for a whole year, or, for years to- 
gether.——Then, observe, too, that, during 
the intervals of recovery, the grants of 
titles, lands, leases, places for life and re- 
version, and all appointments to offices of 
profit and power would be made ; theugh, 
one must confess, that it is difficult to see, 
why these may not as well be made dur- 
ing the King’s known incapacity, as that 
money should be drawn from the Exche- 
quer, troops sent abroad, and the like, 
during such known incapacity. Then, 
who is it that is to make known any sor- 
rowful return of the malady? The minis- 
ters? Those men who have been ap- 
pointed by the King during his intervals 
of sanity? ‘These very men who have 
the power in their hands? Are they to 
be relied) upon for punctually and 
readily making known the moment 
when the King shall be again unfortu- 
nately incapable of discharging the func- 
tions of royalty ?—-—-I do not say, that 
they would be the last men upon earth to 
be trusted with such a duty; I do-not 
say, that they would hide the fact from 
the public to the last possible moment 
that disguise should be thought practica- 
ble. [do not say what would be, nor do 
I consider it at all as a personal question ; 
but, I ask the reader, whether, upon the 
known principles and rules of, action 
amongst men, persons so situated should be 
the depositories of such a trust ?——But, 
all these considerations aside, and leaving 
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but has also been added to the vassals | 
of France. Will this give him no trouble? 
Willhe hear of this without any danger of © 
producing a relapse ? Is it the office of 2 | 
friend to present an object like this to his 77 


the interests of the country quite out of 
the question, let us consider a little the 
éituation of His Majesty himself.—— If 
any one of us were to find ourselves re- 
covered from such a malady ; if any one 
of us were to find.ourselves in such a state, 
should we not seek retirement, quiet, tran- 
quillity ; should we not rest our hope of 
final and perfect re-establishment upon 
the having kept from us all those things 
svhich require mental exertion? Nay, is 
mot this the invariable practice of the 
world? Is it not always the practice of 
those, who are the real friends of persons 
in such a state, to resort to every possibie 
means of relieving and diverting their 
minds; of amusing them with light and 
trivial matter, of presenting them with a 
varicty of unimportant objects; and, in 
short, of preventing the necessity aad 
even the chances of serious thinking. 
df such be what compassion points out, 
and what the universal practice of the 
world has stamped with its authority, can 
it be supposed to be proper to leave the 
King so situated, that, in the very hour of 
his recovery he must necessarily have 
pressed upon bis mind a multitude of 
objects, any one of which is of weight 
quite sufficient to excite’ trouble in the 
strongest mind? The Recorder of Lon- 
don would be amongst the first of his 
Visitors, to present him with a long list of 
his unhappy subjects, condemned to an 
ignominious death, during his incapacity. 
Would he not feel upon beholding that 
list? Would the sight of it, or, still 
more the hearing of it read, give no trou- 
ble to his mind? Would he, could he, 
with a serene mind, decide upon the fate 
of so many. persons? Could he, in a 
moment, by his breath, at once consign 
them to or give them are spite from eterni- 
ty without feelings that mnst deeply affect 
his mind? To suppose it possible that he 
could is to pronounce a satire upon human 
nature.———But, though I must believe, 
that this would be his most dangerous 
trial, must he not very sensibly feel for 
the fate of the campaign in Portugal 3 
When he is informed how things stand 
there ; when he learns the real situation 
of his own army compared with that of 
the enemy, who, as he had been before 
told, had not an inch ef ground but that 
which his army stood upon ; when he learns 
this, will there arise nothing to trouble 
his mind ? Sweden, since his inca- 

ity, has been added, sot only to the 
Jong list of ahe powers at war with him, 



















mind ? Then, at home is there nothing 
to trouble him? Is there nothing which 


mind anxious for the safety of the country, 
on the fate of which wholly depends that 


there nothing in Ireland to awaken new 
anxieties ? Are there flowery prospects for 
his advisers to present to him in that, or in 


incessant attention and toil, necessarily 
arising from this long suspension of the 
King’s capacity for business, it is not im- 
probable in the highest degree, that a re- 
lapse should not almost instantly succeed 
recovery ; and whether it would not be 


duce insanity. I put this to the serious 
and impartial consideration of the reader ; 
and, 1 am quite sure, that, if he do seri- 
ously consider the matter, he will agree 
with me, that a moment ought not to be 


be made, which may prevent the necessity 


shall have been declared to have recovered 
the perfect possession of his reason. Some 
months would be better; but, some consi- 
derable space of time appears to me to be 
absolutely necessary, in order to afford 
the best chance of his final re-establish- 
ment; and, at the same time, to guard 
the interests of the country against the 
dangers above pointed out. “Something of 
this sort does, indeed, seem to be in the 
contemplation of some members of parlia- 
ment; but, it is a matter that admits not 
of delay; it is not less pressing than the 
measure of the Regency itself; for, 28 
was before shown, that measure, wi 

some such provision, may be rendered 
nugatory in an hour, either before or after 





ats consummation.——_Let us now turn 1¢ 


would be likely to weigh heavily ona | 


of the Crown and the Royal Family ? |s FE N 


any other, quarter of his dominions, or in | 
any department of his government'—— | ~ 
I, therefore, put it to any impartial man, 
whether, if, in addition to all these and — © 
many other most serious concerns, the ~ 
multitude of routine business be added, the | 


cruelty in the extreme thus to expose him ~ © 
to such manifest danger; the danger of —~ 
being replunged into a state, the most 7 
humiliating to human nature, and the bare 
apprehension of which is enough to proe 7 7 
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lost in making permanent provision against — 
the evils of which we now feel the effects. © 
——lt appears to me, that provision should — 


of the oo being compelled to attend | 
to business for some weeks, at least, afier he — 
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r matters connected with the Regency. 
meeThe limitations may yet be «one 
away in the two Houses, during the dis- 

ns of the intended bill; and it is to 

pped, that they will be done away ; 

if, at any rate, it is time for us now to 
fin to think a little of the situation of 
Fcountry, and to form to ourselves some- 
fing like settled notions as to what a new 
ministry ought to do and what the people 
‘are justified in expecting at their hands.—— 
As to men, though it will be impossible to 
event the people from liking some bet- 
fthan others, and quite impossible to re- 
icile them to the eulogisers of Mr. Pitt, 
Whose measures must be considered as in- 
@luded in the eulegy ; as to men, however, 
@ people are little interested. It is the 
@asures they look at, because they feel 
jem ; and, it is not now mere measures of 
what is called policy, but measures that af- 
Bebb us so closely, that we cannot divest our- 
elves of the thought of them. Their effect 
mies home to the pocket of every man of 

% we feel it in our incomes, in our 

as of living, in the distribution of our 

lings amongst our children, in our 

fans of making a figure in the world, in 

§ looks of our poor neighbours, who, if 

Sy have not a legal, have an equitable, or, 

Ab least, a natural claim to partake with us. 
Mat creature is unworthy of the name of 
gm, who can enjoy his dinner and his 
Bottle, while he has, almost before his 
‘eyes, .a neighbourhood half starving. Their 
ces! Good God! what have they to 
fake them virtuous! Hunger, cold, and 
Makedness never yet made men abstain 
pm crimes; never made them industrious, 
nest, or sober.——To a man, who feels 
he ought to feel, this general misery is 

ie greatest grievance; and; to such a 
in it is perfectly useless to talk; it is 
triectly useless to ~philosophize ; he 
pver will be contented, ’till he sees this 
fRormous grievance redressed. He knows, 
at it was not thus formerly; he knows 
Ml, for his parish books will tell it him, that, 
pre the Pitt system began its dire ope- 
Fation, the people of England were com- 
aratively happy.——The precise meusures, 
ich ought now to be adopted, and even 
general view of them, 1 have not now 
ne for; but, I cannot commit this Num- 
rto the press without again urging the 
essity of doing something for Ireland. 

We know, that we have recently 

a told, that a regular army is necessary 
keep down French factions in Ireland. 
rw came there to be French factions in 
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Ireland? What should make the Irish 
prone to French factions, any more than 
any body else ?>——In 1785 and the three 
or four succeeding years, we heard of 
French factionstn Holland. The history 
of the conquest of Holland is before us; 
and, will not his Royal Highness and his 
ministry profit from that history —— 
What caused French factions in Hol- 
land? Why, che refusal of the governenent 
to redress the grievances of the people ; and, 
at last, when the war of words had been 
carried on as long as possible the war ofarms 
succéeded. This is the natural progress. 
It is thus that nations are laid open to in- 
vaders ; and thusthat they finally become 
conquered.——To adopt such measures, 
therefore, as shall make Ireland quiet, and 
enlist her under the same banners with 
ourselves is absolutely necessary.—— 
But if this can be done without a reform 
of the House of Commons, which I greatly 
doubt, still that reform will be wanting to 
the happiness and even the defence of the 
kingdom. Major Cartwright has di- 
gested the best plan of internal defence 
that I have ever seen, or heard of ; but 
that plan is interwoven with a reform of 
the Commons’ House of Parliament, without 
which, indeed, it is now too late to ex- 
pect, that we shallever again see an hour 
of safety in peace or in war. We have 
had expeditions enough now ; we have sent 
out armies enough to divert the French, and 
pretty diversions we have made. Each of 
them has cost. some country its indepen- 
dence. It is high time for us to consider 
how this land, how these islands, areto be de- 
fended. And, does any manthink that the 

are to be defended by a divided people ? 
If he does he must have sbut his eyes 
to. the cause of the fall of every nation 
upon the continent; and, to eXpect to 
see an united people without a reform in 
parliament, is, in my view of things, some- 
thing worse than madness. If it be sup- 
posed, that the thing will jog on and last 
our time, the notion, to say nothing of its 
baseness, is excessively absurd. It will 
not jog on; it must and it will have a 
change of one sort oranother. A change 
made may be as gentle and easy as you 
please ; but, if it make dteclf, its manner and 
extent must be left-to chance. A change 
made may be under the guidance of reason; 
if it make itself, it must be ander the wild 
guidance of passion——The cry of those 
who oppose reform, is, that it is not want- 
ed by -the at large. Never was any 
thing more false than thi, All the na- 
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jn the continuation of abuses of all sorts, 
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tion, except those who are self-intereste¢ 


anxiously wish for it. All men, who have 
no such interest wish for a reform of the 
Parliament, as the only means of putting 
an end to abuses. They necessarily must 
wish for it. They must be the most unna- 
tural wretches upon earth if they had not 
such wish ; and, their expectations are 
now greater than ever. 


Paper aGainst Gotp.——My corres- 
pondents in the country will please to 
perceive, that it would be inconvenient to 
Continue this subject, till that of the Re- 

is over. But, they may be well 
assured; that I haye the former too deeply 
at heart ever to drop it, till I have made 
the treatise as complete as it is in my 
power to make it. I long had it in con- 
templation to make the Paper-Money Sys- 
tem familiar to the understandings of the 
nation at large ; but, until 1 was put imto 
this jail, 1 wanted the time to do the thing 
to my wish. Now, nothing but want of 
health or senses shall ever make me quit 
it, till it be made so plain, that children at 
school, and even Doctors at the University, 
nay, that the Pitt statesmen themselves, 
shall understand it as well as they under- 
stand how to calculate the amount of their 
salaries.—-—-When this task is completed, 
my intention is to unmask and lay bere to 
every eye, that GRAND MYSTERY, the 
Concerns of the East India Company; and, 
when that is well done, the people of Eng- 
Jand will want very little additional infor- 
mation to enable them to form a correct 
judgment of the prospect before them, and 
of the means which have been made use of 
to bring them into their present situation. 


W™. COBBETT. 


State Prison, Newgate, 
Yuesday, 15th Jan. 1811. 














COBBETT’S 


Parliamentary Debates: 


. The Firreentu, Sixrsenta, and Seven- 
TEENTH Volumes, comprising the whole of 
the Debates and Proceedings in both 
Houses, during the Last Session of Parlia- 
ment, are now ready for defivery, 
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France.—Report of a Committee in the Con. if 
servative Senate upon the subject of the ~ 
annexation of Holland and the Hen ~ 
Towns to France.—13th Dec. 1810. 


(Concluded from p. 96.) "4 


But such is the empire of habits and of 
self-love over nations as well as indivi. 
duals; the changes which strike their eye © 
in all that surrounds them, in vain remind © 
them of their own decline ; they both repel — 
the secret conviction which pursues them, 
Ablind sentiment averts their eyes fromthe — 
lessons of experience, and they make their _ 
close more fatal by their efforts to ward it 
off.—Our colours were floating over the 
whole Batavian territory ; the partisans of 
England fled in the ships which they | 
basely sold to the enemy. Its incorpora | 
tion with France, the association of the 
Batavians with their brothers in Belgiun, 
ought to have been the first of their 
wishes, the most pressing of their wants, | 
—The public debt, which had not then 
received that immense increase to which 
it latterly arrived, might have been en- 
tirely saved from shipwreck; vast com. 
munications of commerce might have ~ 
been opened with France; enormovs 
charges would not, for 15 years, have 
weighed down these interesting countries: 
and for what ? to obtain the barren honour 
of a Government pretendedly national, as 7 
if a nation could exist where there was © 
neither independence, hor army, nor ter | 
ritory susceptible of defence. Those 7 
times are passed, when the conceptions of 7 
some statesmen gave authority, in the | 
public opinion, to the system of balances, 
of guarantees, of counterpoise, of political — 
equilibrium. Pompous illusions of cabi- | 
nets of the second order! visions of imbe- | 
cility! which all disappear before neces 
sity, that power which regulates the dura- | 
tion and the mutual relations of empires. 
—Would not the successive Governments 
of Holland in a thousand instances, have | 
been subservient to internal agitations, to 
the efforts of England, had not the force 
of the French empire been constantly 
acting upon them to maintain and to de- 
fend them?—And when England af- 
fronted France by supposing that this 
force was absent, because the Emperor 
was meditating victory and ce on the 
banks of the Danube; was it Holland that | 
could have repelled the fleet, and the 





































= 






























British legions assembled to recommence 


8 
‘Or 


at 
he 


~ 


| 


} JANUARY 16, 1811.—Offcial Papers. 


* 


- 


Hie oppression and disgrace of the Helder? 


ertainly not; truths so manifest re- 
re neither proof nor example. Hol- 
id, like the Hans Towns, would remain 
B prey of uncertainty, of dangers, of re- 
utions, of oppressions of every kind, if 


"< . 


genius who decides the destinies of 


Barope did not cover her with his invinci- 
Bleegis. The Emperor has resolved in 
his wisdom, to incorporate them with the 


ense family of which he is the head. 
Ia adopting this grand resolution, per- 
ps he himself obeys, more than he 
ware of, the law of necessity.— If 


ae Pe 
he commands the glory of times present, 
Me events which preceded his coming 


mmand those of his reign—that uninter- 


fipted succession of causes and effects, 


h-form the history of nations and the 


‘Pestiny of their chiefs. That of the Napo- 


s was to reign and to conquer ; victory 
Slongs to him, war to his age.—Among 
6 wars recorded in our history, there is 


a 


Mot one during which the jealous rivalry 


ngland has not been the direct cause 
‘Our troubles, our misfortunes, our dan- 
ts—of our energy, our combats, our 
inquests.—In the feudal times, England 
¥ided our princes, kept our vassals in 
@y, ravaged our fields ; she foresaw that 
ie throne of their Sovereigns would one 
¥ be the first in the Universe: driven 
to her islands, she every where sought 


for. avengers of her quarrel; Germany, 


taly, the Spains, number but few cities 
phere combats have not been maintained 
faring 300 years for the cause of England. 
slo hear her, our kings made preten- 


ions to universal monarchy after the siege 


fF Rochelle, the works of Toulon and the 
Grrender of Courtray. The most pusilla- 
mous reigns could not impose silence on 

fer accusations, norlull asleep her hatred. 
her eyes the French people were ail- 

s the same; they only wanted cir- 


seumstances and a chief, to resume the 


lame of Great.—A total subversion was 
essary to the project of England; she 
shed for a bloody revolution, because 


"omer own had been cruel, and because, 


amidst our discords, it struck at, with the 
game sword, both our industry and our in- 
titutions ; both the conquerors and the con- 
guered ; both the people and the dynasty. 
All Europe was summoned to this work of 

estruction : every where repulsed—ever 
here threatened—trembling for herself — 
he stopped short in presence of the con- 
fagration lighted up by the fire-brands of 
e British Cabinet. At last, afier ten 


(iia 


years of a struggle glorious for France, 
the most extraordinary genius ever formed, 
by nature in her magnificence, collects in 
his triumphant hands the scattered frag- 
ments of the sceptre of ,Charlemagne.— 
The injuries of France are avenged ;_ fron- 
tiers compacted by moderation and traced 
out by nature, are the trophies raised to 
the happiness of her people, to the tran- 
quillity of Europe.—The Emperor pro- 
poses peace. Vain hope of a great soul ! 
Thrice the ery of alarm was raised on all 
sides—thrice one victory led only to 
others ; and peac2, always offered, always 
demanded, and as it were pursued, retired 
before our eagles to the extremities of 
Europe.—In those shocks of which human 
prudence cannot moderate the effects, em- 
pires of the first rank are overthrown from 
their foundations ; small states disappear : 
we have seen the gothic supports of the 
European edifice tumble down of them- 
selves without the possibility of their be- 
ing rebuilt on the same-plan; and had not 
the genius of order advanced with a step 
equal to that of armies, it would no longer 
have been war, but anarchy and death 
Whichthe 18th century had bequeathed to 
its successors.—Does the conqueror per- 
ceive from the height of his car, nations 
united by ancient habits; he seeks oat 
faithful princes, he creates for them com- 
mon interests, he entrusts to them the des- 
tinies of those regenerated states of which 
he has declared himself the protector.— 
But where all forms of Government have 
been tried in vain; where the aggrega- 
tions are too small, or destitute of suffici- 
ent principles of adhesion to form masses, 
where localities would infallibly subject 
men and things to the direct action of 
avarice, of the attacks or intrigues of the 
eternal enemies of France; there the in- 
terest of the empire commands the union 
to the victorious nation of those portions of 
its conquests, to prevent their inevitable 
dissolution.—And. in the deliberation in 
which you are ogcupied, the question 
should be put thus: Holland and the 
Hanse Towns being incapable of existing 
by themselves, ought they to belong to 
England or to France ?—We shall search 
in vain for a third alternative.—That in- 
heritance of rivalry, always increasing by 
the importance of the interests, as well as 
by that of the masses; our generation, 
Senators, has succeeded to, without being © 
able to reject a single portion of it.—lIt is 
no longer two armies who combat on the 
plains of Fontenoy ; it is the empire of the 
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seas which still resists that of the Conti- 
nent: a memorable, a terrible struggle, 
and of which the catastrophe, perhaps, 
not far distant, will long occupy the 
attention of future generations.—-Let 
us listen to the political writers of Eng- 
land ; their alarms confirm this truth, 
still less, however, than the desperate 
measures of its government: if it were 
not led on by the imminence of its dan- 
ger, would it have dared, in the presence 
of civilized Europe, to tear the compact 
of honour and of eternal justice which 
connected neutral Powers with the Bel- 
ligerents ? One would believe, in reading 
the acts of the English Ministry, that the 
law of nations exists no longer ; and who, 
then, has substituted for its immutable 
principles the excesses and the violence 
of barbarism? England.—So early as 
1756, her first attempts upon the impre- 
scriptible rights of nations compelled 
Sweden and Denmark to defend them by 
the development of an armed neutrality. 
Some years later, the 25th February, 
1780, England pushing her endeavours 
still farther, Russia saw no safety for the 
honour of nations and that of Sovereigns 
but in a public exposition of the maxims 
acknowledged by all civilised people ; 
she proclaimed the conditions on which 
her neutrality was to depend :—* That 
neural ships should navigate freely, from 
port to port, and on the coasts of nations 
at war.—That property belonging to the 
subjects of powers at war, should be free 
on board neutral ships, with the exception 
of contraband.—‘ That to determine what 
characterises a blockaded port, that desig- 
nation should only be given to such into 
which there was an evident danger of en- 
tering, in consequence of the ships of the 
attacking power being stationary and sufli- 
ciently near.’—Such were literally the 
declarations in which the Cabinet of St. 
Petersburgh laid down the rights of all 
Sovereigns. —England replied by throw- 
ing off the mask ; and signified to the 
States of Holland, that the flag does not 
cover the property.—From that period 
she thought herself able, without danger 
as without obstacle, to give full swing to 
her usurpations.—It was necessary to 
wait for a period when powerful reprisals 
would compel her to return to justice — 
That day is arrived; the decrees of 
Berlin and Milan are the reply to her 
Orders in Council. The British Cabi- 
net has, so to speak, dictated them to 
France.—Europe receives them for her 
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(16 | 
code ; and that code shall be the palia. ~ 
dium of the seas—Let England abjure 7 
her madness; let her reinstate neutral; it 
in their rights: justice has never ceased e 
to demand this of her. If she had not 
rejected the counsels and the offers of ~ 
moderation, what dreadful consequences ~ 
might she not have avoided ! And to con. |” 
fine ourselves to the subject of our present = 
deliberation, she would not have forced |” 
France to enrich herself by the ports and 7 
the arsenals of Holland; the Ems the © 
Weser, and the Elbe, would not have flowed — 
under our dominion ; and we should not © 
have seen the first country of the Gauls — 
washed by rivers united by an internal na- | 
Vigation to seas which were unknown to 
them.—Where still are the boundaries of _ 
posibility ? Let Englaad answerit. Let 
her meditate on the past, let her leam | 
the future. France and Napoleon will | 
never change.—Your Committee unani- | 
mously propose that the Senatus Consul. 
tum be adopted.” 











































Answers of | 
the Prince of Wales and the Queen to the ~~ 
Deputations from the Houses of Lords and | 
Commons, presenting to them their Resolu- \~ 
tions, relative to the Regency. Friday, ~ 
11th January, 1811. 


ENGLAND.—THE REGENCY. 


At two o’clock precisely, the deputa- 
tion from the two Houses went up to Carle 
ton House to present to his Royal High- | 
ness the Resolutions to which the two 
Houses, after long discussion, had agreed. 7) 8 
The Lords and Gentlemen, all in full dress, 5 
were ushered through the superb suite of 
rooms to the Drawing Room, where his 
Royal Highness stood. His Chancellor, 
William Adam, esq. and earl Moira on his 
right hand ; the Duke of Cumberland and 
Mr. Sheridan on his left; behind him four 
Officers of his Household, Mr. Tyrwhitt, 
Colonel Macmahon, Colonel Bloomfield, 
and General Turner. The deputation ad- 
vanced according to their order of prece- 
dency. The Lord President, the Lord 
Privy Seal, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, Mr. Secretary Ryder, the President 
of the Board of Controul, and the Master 
of the Rolls; and they made the usual re- 
verences.—The Lord President then read 
from a paper in his hand: That they were 
a Committee appointed to attend his Royal 
Highness with the Resolutions which had 
been agreed to by the Lords and Com- 
mons, for the purpose of supplying the 
defect of the personal exercise of the 
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yyal Authority, during his Majesty’s ull- 
gs, by empowering his Royal Highness 
Wexercise that authority in the name 
Jon the behalf of his Majesty, subject 
och limitations and restrictions as shall 
provided.—And that they were direct- 
to express the hope which the Lords 
iritual and Temporal and Commons, en- 
irtain, that his Royal Highness, from his 
gard to the interests of his Majesty, will 
ady to undertake the weighty and 
portant trust proposed to be invested in 

i§ Royal Highness, as soon as an Act of 
Mafliament shall havebeen passed for car- 
yi ig the said Resolutionsinto effect. —The 
fd President then read and delivered to 
p Royal Highness the Resolutions, which 

Fas follows : 

PReEsoiven, That for the purpose of pro- 


Widing for the exercise of the Royal Au- 


jority during the continuance of his Ma- 
Sty’s illness, in such manner, and to such 
tent, as the present circumstances and 
@ urgent concerns of the Nation appear 

f Fequire, it is expedient, that his Royal 
shness the Prince of Wales, being resi- 

it within the realm, shall be empowered 
BXercise and administer the Royal Au- 
rity, according tothe Laws and Consti- 

bn of Great Britain, in the name, and 


” nb half of his Majesty, and under the 
' ‘Btyle and title of Regent of the United 


Jom ; and to use, execute, and per- 
form, in the name, and on behalf of his 
ty, all Authorities, Prerogatives, 


Acts of Government, and Administration 


bf the same, that belong to the King of 


) Phis Realm to use, execute, and perform 


Bording to the Law thereof, subject to 
Ch limitations and exceptions as shall 
»provided.—Resotven, That the power 
to be given to his Royal Highness the 
ce oi Wales shall not extend to the 
ating of any rank or dignity- of the 
ferage of the Realm to any person what- 
er.—Resorven, That the said power 
ull not extend to the granting of any 
e whatever in reversion, or to the 
Fanting of any office, salary, or pension, 
other term than during his Majesty’s 
Basure, except such offices as are by law 
quired to be granted for life, or during 
od ~behaviour—Resotvep, That the 

d power shall not extend to the grant- 

$ of any part of his Majesty’s real or 
sonal estate, except as far as relates to 
renewal of Jeases,—Resotvep, That 
_care of his Majesty’s Royal Person, 
ring the continuance of his Majesty’s 
hess, shall be committed to the Queen’s 





most Excellent Majesty, together with the 
sole direction of such portion of his Ma- 
jesty’s Household as shall be thought re- 
quisite for the care of his person, and that, 
for the better enabling her Majesty to dis- 
charge this important task, it is also expe- 
dient, that a Council shali be appointed to 
advise and assist her Majesty in the several 
matters aforesaid; and with power, from 
time to time, as they may see cause, to 
examine, upon oath, the Physicians and 
others attending his Majesty’s person, 
touching the state of his Majesty’s health, 
and all matters relative thereto. 


To which Address his Royal Highness 
returned the following most gracious An- 
swer. 


The Answer of his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales. 


My Lords and Gentlemen,—lI receive 
the communication which the two Houses 
have directed you to make to me, of their 
joint Resolutions, on the subject of pro- 
viding for ‘ the exercise of the Royal Au- 
thority, during his Majesty’s illness,’ with 
those sentiments of regard which I must 
ever entertain for the united desires of the 
two Houses.—With the same sentiments I 
receive the expressed, ‘ hopes of the Lords 
and Commons, that from my regard for 
the interest of his Majesty and the nation, 
I should be ready to undertake the weighty 
and important trust proposed to be in- 
vested in me,’ under the Restrictions and 
limitations stated in those Resolutions. 
Conscious that every feeling of my heart 
would have prompted me, from dutiful af- 
fection to my beloved Father and Sove- 
reign, to have shewn all the reverential 
delicacy towards him inculcated in those 
Resolutions, I cannot refrain from express- 
ing my regret, that I should not have been 
allowed the opportunity of manifesting to 
his afflicted and loyal subjects that such 
would have been my conduct.—Deeply, 
impressed, however, with the necessity of 
tranquillizing the public mind, and deter- 
mined to submit to every personal sacri- 
fice consistent with the regard I owe to 
the security of my Father’s Crown and 
the equal regard I owe to the welfare of 
his people, | do not hesitate to accept the 
office and situation proposed to me, re- 
stricted as they are, still retaining every 
Opinion expressed by me upon a former 
and similar distressing occasion.—In un- 
dertaking the trust proposed to me, I am 
well aware of the difficulties of the situa- 
tion in which I shall be placed; but I 
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shall rely with confidence upon the Con- | 
stitutional advice of an enlightened Parlia- 
ment, and the zealous support of a gener- | 
ous and loyal People. I will use all the | 
means left to me to merit both. 

My Lords and Gentlemen.—You will 
communicate this my answer to the two 
Houses, accompanied by my most fervent 
wishes and prayers, that the Divine Will 
may extricate us and the nation irom the 
grievous embarrassments of our present 
condition by the speedy restoration of his 
Majesty’s health. 


-_—— 


——- 





1811. I therefore submit to your Miz | 




















many ties and considerations, but by na | 
thing so strongly as by their steady, loyal § 
and affectionate attachment to the best « J 
Kings. 

The Deputation then withdrew. 





France.—Report of the Minister of We F 
laid before the Senate, Dec. 9, 1810. §& 
Sius.—According to the laws of ou § 
military organization, the conscription @ 
should be raised on the Ist of January | 


jesty the projet of a Senatus Consultum. § 





In like manner the Deputation appointed 
to wait on the Queen, viz. Earl Harcourt, 
Earl of Moreton, Lord Viscount Palmer- 
ston, Lord Vis. Clive, Lord John Thvynne, | 


and Colonel Desbrow. proceeded to Wind- | 


sor, and being admitted to her Majesty’s 


dress of the two Houses, expressing the 


hope which the Lords Spiritual and Tem- | 


| 
; 
; 
i 
f 
y 8 

presence, they presented the humble Ad- | the new conscripts arrive under their co- 
. 

poral, and Commons entertain, that her | 


Majesty will be graciously pleased to un- 
dertake the important duties proposed to 
be invested in her Majesty, as soon as an 
Act of Parliament shall have been passed, 
for carrying the said Resolution into ef- 
fect.—Lord Harcourt read the Fifth Re- 
solution; upon which her Majesty was 
pleased to return the following most graci- 
ous Answer: 


Answer of the Queen. 


My Lords and Gentlemen.—That sense 
ef duty and gratitude to the King, and of 
obligation to this country, which induced 
me in the year 1789 readily to promise 
my most earnest attention to the anxious 
and momentous trust at that time intended 
to be reposed in me by Parliament, is 
strengthened, if possible, by the uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of those blessiugs which 
I have continued to experience under the 
protection of his Majesty since that pe- 
riod : and I should be wanting to all my 
duties if I hesitated to accept the sacred 
trust which is now offered to me.—The as- 
sistance in point of council and advice, 
which the wisdom of Parliament proposes 
to provide for me will make me undertake 
the charge with greater hopes that I may 
be able satisfactorily to fulfil the important 
duties which it must impose upon me.— 
Of the nature and i ce of that 
charge, I cannot but be duly sensible, in- 
volving, as it does, every thing which is 
valuable to myself, as well as the highest 
mierests of a people endeared to me by so 


| contingents, because it appeared to me, | 
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—I have not distinguished the conscrip. § 
tion of this year into active and reserve § 


that the intention of your Majesty wa 
only to make levies progressively, and in § 
the course of the year.—In proportion 


lours, an equal number of old soldiers 
must be sent back to their homes. 4A J 
great many have already re-entered them, 
and your Majesty will take into your con | 
sideration the circumstances of the war 11 
Spain and Portugal, in order to authoris | 
me to grant more or less definitive dis J 
charges. —The conscription is the basis of 
the prosperity of France; it is that which, | 
for so many years, has removed far from | 
our territory the scourges of war.—W hen 
your Majesty shall have concluded a ms 
ritime peace, and shall be able to disbani 
your armies, it will be equally necessary 
| to [raise, every year, a part of the con 
| scription, for the purpose of maintaining 
| the forces of your Majesty on a footing 
| which is suitable to your empire; but! § 
| do not reckon that there will then be any 
| necessity for more than a third of the cov 
| scription which I propose to raise at pre- 
) sent, which will form atthe most only one 
| ninth of the males liable to be called upon 
as conscripts. It is obvious, then, how 
much that contribution will be lightened 
| —the first in importance of those which 
| the French owe to their country. The 

militia, which appeared a moderated i0- 
stitution, but which was aggravated by ® 
multitude of exemptions, weighed apt 
on the nation after the wars of Louis XIV. 
and even the wars of Flanders and Be 
hemia.—The conscription of 1811 will oc- 
casion extraordinary expences for the first 
clothing and equipment, for the expences 
of the march, &c. of so sonsiderable 3 
number of men. I have brought them ” 
the budget of the year, and they are com- 


prehended in the general arrangemel* 
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h your Majesty has made for the 
nces of that service, without that aug- 
ation of expence, a necessary 
augmentation of taxes. My depart- 
tfeels the eflects of the prosperous state 
wour Majesty’s finances. Scarcely doa 
contested accounts, and which require 
bmination, remain to be paid ; no part 
he service languishes, and all my ex- 
es formerly so much in arrear, are 
aght up to the present day.—I am with 
ect, Ke. 
The Duke of Fertre, Minister of War. 


Speech of the President upon ihe Report. 


enators,—When his Majesty summon- | 
ander his eagles the conscriptions of 


D9 and 1810, before the ordinary pe- 
i, he announced victory and peace as 
B reward of the devotion of his young 


Sdiers—The Emperor kept his word : 


S¥anquished and pacified, without hav- 


ing any need to anticipate again the pe- 


when it is the duty of Frenchmen 
ject to the conscription to pay their 
bt to their country.—Time has brought 
nd the return of the periodic term, 
n acall must take place.—At the 
mmencement of 1811, the conscripts of 
it year must prepare themselves to enter 
essively the ranks in order to replace 
her those brave men who have fallen in 
tle, or the veterans who repair to the 
som of their families, carrying with 
m their glory, and seeking repose.— 
number raised on the .anterior con- 
iptions has been 120,000 men; but the 

sll has only been made to you succes- 
ely, and with the distinction of imme- 
te destination and that of reserve.— 
en though the whole of a levy equal to 
at of preceding conscriptions may not 
necessary at present, yet his Majesty 
thought that it was better to place at 
disposal of his War- Minister the num- 

r of Gane employed in preceding 
rars.—They shall not be forthwith called 
bon, but successively, in virtue of de- 
ees of his Majesty, and as often as they 
all be wanted.—No augmentation of re- 
enue will be necessary, and the funds 
signed by the budget of 1810 for that 
rrvice or disposable for that of 1811, will 
flice for the expences of these two years, 
nd for-all the branches of the service.— 
© maintain herself in an honourable at- 
tude, to shew herself protecting or threat- 
hing in the eyes of her friends or her 
*mies, France has no need, Gentlemen, 


any new effort, of any extraordinary | 








{ioe 


sacrifice.—For it is not thus that we are 
ever to designate the levy of the con- 
scription—a personal tribute, a pledge of 
the independence of the power and of the 
glory of the empire, and which must, in 
time of peace as in time of war, be paid 
every year either in a greater or less a pro- 
portion.—And the mingnum of that propor- 
tion must always be even im peace, In a 
component ratio, first of the result of the 
ordinary mortality, and secondly, of the 
number of discharges that are given.— 
The number of discharges will then be 
that of a fifth of the army, if it should not 
happen that a great number of French- 
men prefer the military life, its glorious 
chances, and its honourable dangers to a 
repose or a labour of which they have got 


, out of the habit.—These brave men thus 


voluntarily, and for a time which often 
embraces the duration of their lives, pay 
the debt of a part of their fellow-citizens, 
at the same time that they form in all the 
corps of the army that inexhaustible re- 
serve, that stock of old warriors, upon 
whose example the new levies are formed 
and who ensure victory.—When reflect- 
ing on the extent of their devotion, on the 
duration of their services, what French- 
man can hesitate to join them, when he 
hears the voice of the country which calls 
him, of the law which commands him, 
and of the glory which awaits him. 


Spain.— Correspondence, relative to the Statue 
to be erected in honour of the King of 
England.— November 19, 1810. 


The late Decree of the Cortes, ordering 
a statue to be erected in honour of their 
august and generous Ally, George the 
third, was inclosed in the subsequent letter 
from the Minister of State, to the Right 
Honourable Henry Wellesley, Minister of 
his Britannic Majesty at Cadiz :—Sir,—I 
have the honour to inclose to your Excel- 
lency, by the order of the Council of Re- 
gency, the annexed copy of a Decree 
issued by the Cortes of the kingdom. The 
Council of Regency, in commanding me 
to execute this pleasing office, has desired 
me to express in the strongest terms the 
affection and gratitude they feel to the 
whole British nation, and they fondly hope 
that by this solemn avowal of the Cortes, 
a new and powerful motive will be sup- 
piied to draw closer than ever the political 
relations between the two countries.—I 
have also the honour to acquaint your Ex- 
cellency, by order of the same Council, in 
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order that your Excellency may commu- 
nicate the fact to your august Sovereign, 
that the Cortes deeply impressed with the 
zeal, interest, and efficacy with which the 
worthy Ministers which compose the Ca- 
binet of his Britannic Majesty have ful- 
filled his instructions to assist and support 
the sacred cause of the Spanish nation, 
and not less sensible do they feel the he- 
roic efforts of Lord Wellington, for the 
preservation of Spain, so gleriously ex- 
hibited on their soil in the memorable 
battle of Talavera, and which are now dis- 
played in Portugal, securing by his dis- 
tinguished military talents the protectiep 
of a kingdom, the defence of which is 





immediately connected with the welfare 
of the whole Peninsula.—Finally, Siz, I, 
may be permitted to assure you of the 
extraordinary satisfaction I receive per- 
sonally in being the medium of announce 
ing to your Excellency the ardent and 
profound sensibility common to the whole 
nation towards the Illustrious Sovereign of 
Great Britain, and I flatter myself that it 
will be graciously received by his Britan- 
nic Majesty, and will tend to consolidate 
that perfect union and friendship which 
should ever exist between the two Mo- 
narchs.—I am, &c. with high considera- 
tion, and pray God to preserve you many 
years, Evsisio Banpaxi y Azara,” 


The Answer to the above. 


Sir,—lI have the honour to acknowledge 
‘the receipt of your Excellency’s letter, in 
which, by order of the Council of Re- 
gency, you transmit me the Decree of the 
Cortes of the 19th of this month, expres- 
sive of the gratitude of the illustrious Con- 
gress for the assistance his Britannic Ma- 
jesty has given to the Spanish nation since 
the commencement of the arduous con- 
flict in which it is engaged for its liberty 
and independence —A testimony so satis- 
factory of the sensibility of the Cortes to 
the generous motives by which his Ma- 
jesty was actuated, in employing the re- 
sources of his kingdom in favour of Spain, 
must make a deep and durable impression 
on his-Royal mind, and must strengthen 
the confidence of the Spanish nation in the 
uasion of the sincerity of his acknow- 
edged solicitude for the preservation of 
the integrity of their Monarchy, and their 
independence, the promotion of its true 
interests, and its permanent prosperity.— 
The opinion formed by the Cortes, as ex 
pressed in the letter of your Excellency, 
with regard to the zeal and interest in the 




























[19 


Spanish cause, shewn by the Cabinet \jj. | 
nisters of his Majesty, will impart peculig 
satisfaction to the Members of his Govern. 
ment; but it is fit that I should inform 
you that the endeavours employed to as. | 
sist the glorious efforts of the Spanish peo. 
ple, are not only consistent with the in. | 
tentions of his Majesty, or with the pur. 
poses of his Ministers, but with the anxious | 
wishes of the whole British nation, in | 
which there is not a single individual who | 
does not feel an equal interest with those 
who compose the Government, for the | 
happy result of the sacred and powerful | 
cause which constitutes the principal bond | 
of union between Great Britain and Spain, | 
—I will avail myself of the first opportu- 
nity to send to Lord Wellington a copy of 
your Excellency’s letter, and of the De- 
cree of the Cortes, and I am persuaded 
that the opinion of the Cortes, which your 
Excellency has communicated with te- 
spect to the services of Lord Wellington | 
towards the Spanish nation, will be con- 
sidered by him as an honourable and in- 
valuable testimony of the sentiments of the 
whole of Spain towards him.—I cannot 
conclade this letter without declaring the 
pleasing sensations I have felt while I have 
been witness to the early deliberations of | 
a Congress, from the persevering wisdom 
of which I confidently expect the ultimate 
expulsion of the enemy, and the preserva- 
tion of the integrity and independence o! 
the Monarchy.—It only remains that | 
should signify to your Excellency my 
gratitude for the way in which you have 
condescended to communicate the wishes 
of the Council of Regency, and the liberal 
motives in which the Decree of the Cortes 
has originated.—I am, with high con- 
sideration, &e. W ELLESLEY. 
Real, Isla de Leon, Nov. 20, 1810. 

To Segnor D. Eusibio Bandaxi y Azar. 


| Portucat.—Downing-street, December 31, 
1810. A Dispatch, of which the follow 
ing is an Extract, was yesterday received 
at Lord Liverpool’s Office, addressed 10 
his Lordship by Lieutenant-Gen. Viscount 

_ Wellington, dated Cartaxo, 15th Decem- 
ber, 1810. 


No alteration has been made in the 
enemy’s position in front of this: army 
since 1 had the honour of addressing you 
on the 8th instant, and all the deserters 
and prisoners continue to report the 
tress which the troops suffer. Thevenem 
detached a body of cavalry; consisting 
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ir regiments, towards Coimbra; but 
ding that town occupied by General 
ellar, they have returned again to their 
ion in the rear of the right of their 
y. Iam concerned to forward the in- 
ed report from Marshal Sir William 
esford, of the death of Captain Fen- 
k, the late Commandant of Obidos. 
ring the last two months he had been 
igaged more than twenty times with 
e enemy’s foraging parties, and I have 
several opportunities of reporting 

s success.—Upon this last occasion he 
d made an attack upon, and had driven 
a party, consisting of 80 grenadiers, 
the neighbourhood of Evora, near 
lecobaca, which had come there in 


rch of provisions, having under his 
amand a detachment of the same num- 
of Militia, of the garrison of Obidos, 
pd was pursuing them when he was 


‘mo! ally wounded, and he died on the 


th; we have thus sustzined a great loss, 
fd he is lamented by all who had any 
pwiedge of his gallantry and exertions. 
it is generally reported that the batta- 
s composing the 9th Corps have march- 
| towards Madrid, where preparations 
fre making for the assembly of a large 
ly of troops. It is certain that all these 
ops, as well as Gardanne’s detachment, 
e retired from the frontiers of Portugal. 


Cariaxo, Dec. 11, 1810. 
"My Lord; It is with much regret that I 
ymmunicate to you the loss of Captain 
fenwick (Lieutenant in the Buffs), who 
lied the following day of the wounds he 
Beeived in the attack he made upon the 
emy at Evora, on the 8th instant.—Your 
brdship will equally feel with me the 
ss of this enterprising gallant young 
ficer, who, since the enemy’s being in 
eir late and present position, has been of 
much service, and who has in such va- 
dus instances given proofs of his talents 
nd undaunted courage. I have the ho- 

bur to be, &c. W. C, Beresrorp. 


AIN.— Decree of the Cortes, relative to De- 
serters.—1 Dec. 1810. 

The Cortes, wishing to shew its cle- 
hency, publishes a general amnesty to all 
uilitary and maritime persons in the do- 
ninions of — whether in Europe or 

‘a, under the following regulations :— 
irt. 1. All deserters in places not occu- 
ied by the enemy, may surrender them- 

lves to the proper authorities within 


—_ 





(2s 


three months, and receive pardon.—Art. 2. 
The same pardon is extended to deserters 
residing in places occupied by the enemy, 
if they shall not have joined with the 
enemy, and if they present themselves be- 
fore the proper Officers within six months. 
—Art. 3. Deserters who shall have gone 
to places occupied by the enemy, and 
shall have enlisted with the enemy by 
force used to induce them, if they should 
not actually have fought against their 
country, whether soldiers, corporals, or 
serjeants, shall receive their pardon, if 
they serve for eight years as common sol- 
diers; and if they bring their horses or 
accoutrements with them, four years shall 
be deducted from this term.—Art. 4. Ser- 
jeants and others who being made prison- 
ers, shall have united with the ranks of 
the enemy, if they have not actually borne 
arms against their country, will have the 
benefit of the above regulations,—Art, 5. 
Officers who shall have married without 
Royal licence, are included in this pardon. 
—Art. 6. The pardon likewise extends to 
all military offenders, with the exceptions 
distinguished in this instrument.—Art. 7. 
The pardon does not extend to traitors, 
spies, priests, killers, blasphemers, or pure 
loiners of public property.—Art. 8. Nor 
to aggressors not having obtained the for- 
giveness of the party aggrieved ; nor to 
those subjected to pecuniary fines, who 
have not paid the demand.—Art. 9. This 
pardon does not extend to those who may 
break the law subsequent to its publica- 
tion.—Art. 10. It does apply to criminals 
who have fled, whose offences are not 
among the exceptions; and such as are 
out of the country will be allowed twelve 
months to testify their obedience.—The 
Council of Regency will undertake the 
execution of this Royal Order. 


PorTuGaL AND Spain.—Convention between 
the Governor of the Kingdom of Portugat 
and Algarves, in the name of his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal, 
and the Council of Regency of Spain and 
the Indies, in the name of his Catholic 
Majesty Ferdinand VIIth, signed in Lis- 
bon by the respective Plenipotentiaries, and 

ratified by the Governor of Portugal the 
10th Dec. 1810. 


The Governor of the Kingdom of Por- 
tugal, &c. and the Council of Regency of 
Spain, &c. in the name of their respective 
Sovereigns, taking into consideration the 
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mutual advantage that would arise to the 
two kingdoms, if, during the present war, 
and until the re-establishment of peace, 
the subjects of both kingdoms should be 
considered common to both with respect 
to military services, have authorized Com- 
missioners, on the one side ‘D. M. P. For- 
jaz, and on the other D. J. del Castillo e 
Carroz, to adjust, conclude, and settle a 
Convention for the said purpose, each of 
whom being properly instructed and au- 
thorized, have aceeded to the following 
Agreement :—Having discovered the re- 
ciprocal utility which must result to the 
Kingdoms of Portugal and Spain, from 
augmenting as much as possible the num- 
ber of their defenders, in the just cause of 
the independence of both monarchies, and 
to put an end as soon as possible to the 
destructive war by which the Peninsula is 
afflicted ; we have temperarily suspended 
the privileges granted to the vassals of the 
two powers, with regard to military ser- 
vices, in order that as well the vassals of 
Spain, who are residing in Portugal, as the 
vassals of Portugal who reside in Spain, 
may be engaged in military duties, with- 
out being allowed to plead the exception, 
on account of the countries to which they 
belong; and being entitled only to the 
general exceptions of those in which they 
reside. Such subjects may be taken as re- 
cruits indiscriminately, if they do not vo- 
luntarily offer themselves for service to 
their own respective countries, and within 
five days after the publication of the pre- 
sent Convention. This declaration is to 
have effect during the present war; at the 
termination of which the vassals of each 
Kingdom are on the respective territories 
to resume the same privileges, immunities, 
and advantages which are conceded by 
the subsisting treaties between the two 
high contracting parties, Its operations 
to commence as soon as it shall have been 
ratified by the Governments, when the ex- 
change of ratifications is immediately to 
take place.—In confirmation of this act, 
we, the Plenipotentiaries, authorized for 
such purpose, sign and seal, twe originals 
of this Convention, and affix to them our 
names.—-Micuet Pereira Fonsaz. Rati- 
fied by the Rubrics of the Lords Gover- 
nors of Portugal, &c. 


= 














































France.—Decree relating to Commerce x 
Frankfort, § Nov. 1810. 


Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King | 
of Italy, &c. Desirous of acting |e § 
niently towards,—!Ist. The Merchants | 
of Frankfort, who in execution of ou 7 
Decree of the 14th of October, and 7 
conformably to the Proclamation of the | 
22nd of the same month, have made a 7 
declaration of the Colonial Produce in their | 
warehouses.—2d. The Merchants, Pro. 7 
prietors, or Consignees of Colonial Produce | 
in the countries in which the provisions of ¥ 
our Decree of the 2d and 19th of October | 
are applicable:—We have decreed and do 
decree as follows :-—Art. I. The seques- 
tration put in the City of Frankfort on the 
Colonial Produce described in the annexed 
Schedule is raised, upon condition that the 
duties established by the Tarifs of the 5th 
of August and 12th of September are paid. | 
— lI. The aforesaid duties shall be paid 
in specie, accepted bills, or promissory 
notes, well secured, at three, six and nine 
months, and in failure of well secured pro: 
missory notes, in merchandize equal in | 
value to their amount.—lIiI. All such pro- 
duce accompanied by certificates of origin | 
proving that it is derived from sales of | 
prizes taken by our privateers, or from | 
seizures or confiscations by our custom- 
house officers, may be imported into 
France and admitted without payment of 
new duties. For this purpose the Com- 
mission residing at Frankfort shall prepare 
an account, which is to be sent to the 
Director-General of our Customs, and by 
him laid before our Council of Commerce. 
—IV. Cotton twists and all manufactures 
ofthe British loom shall be burnt, con- 
formably to ouy Decree of the 19th of 
October.—V. A strict search shall be 
made for Colonial Produce and manufac- 
tures not declared, and which are not 
comprised in the annexed Schedule. 
Such produce and manufactures shall be 
confiscated.—VI. Any person giving in- 
formation of concealed merchandize which 
has not been declared, shall receive a fifth 
of the value.—VII. Our Ministers of War 


and Finance are charged with the exec 
tion of this Decree. 
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